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transformed into a museum

WITHOUT PICTURES. sculptures or any other conventional art
work, thore is a museum, in Como, which has welcomed, in
the last ton years, more than 70,000 thousand visitors. The
Silk Musewm is obviously located in Como, the city on Lake

Lario considered the capital of sill. transformed into scarees,

ties and textiles
Extending over a surface of about 900m2 and located in the
same building as the silk factory textile school, the museum
opened in 1990 = is the result of the community's strong
desire to record the history of silk in Como, as a sign of con-
tinuity betweoon the past and the present in an indu siry
which maintains to this day, quality supremacy worldwide.
The residents of Como have highly appreciated this unusual
exhibition, proved by the fact that, in its initial phase, It was
conceived by a group of friends (all born in 1927) and old
students of the 5ilk Factory Institute. concerned by the un-
certain future of the historical evidence of traditional slik
production. They were right. as it has talon some ten years
to complete the monumental general catalogue which docu-
rmignts the more significant among the 400 finds presersed
The museum offers a fascinating journey hl,-qmmng rigght in
the lobby, where a factory entrance has been recreated,
complete with the precious works’ timedocdks, mar h:..ng affi-
cial working times. Aftter a guick refarence to the I:lrcu'_qjm-q
of the precious silkworm, in the main hall you can admire
the inttruments used in each of the stages preparatory to
wikhving: machines for the manufacture of cotton heddles
pnd combs, of punched cards, pattorns duplicators and sec-
tional warps. The delicate twisting phase is testified h-:,- tha
curious ‘plantello’, a double deck twister, featuring 288 bob-
bind and dating back to 1870, Two huge hand-looms are the
ritraction of the Weaving Hall (one jscquard, the other, “a

doppia ratiera”, which reads the design through the use of
wiobden pegs)], along with a weanper for making the iﬂl'-.l:m_‘it-
and a Nineteenth Century “lisage™ - machine "nmr;lln-g' the
patterns, and the glorious mechanical loom Omita, of 1922
Even more technical are the rooms dedicated to the chemical
laboratory, faithfully reconstructed with old furniture and
instruments, and to the “control and measurements”™, per-
formed by a collection of instruments like dynamometers,
tanst counters, balances and the meling frame. Fantasy goes
wild in the Dyeing Room, whare you can find a dye vat. a
copper kettle for yarns and a spindle, but maybe even more
tn the Printing Room. Here you can admine the colour
krichien, the double bottom used to cook the thickeners and
bBlend the dyed, a printing table featuring a wide collection
of wooden and metal printing blodks, and a hand printing
table. All is complete with streens, ancient transparent foils
and super rarg engraving tocls. Roller printing history is rep-
redénted by some spedial machines for making samples and
finely engraved wooden and coppor rollers

An entire section of the museum i reserved to thae models
reproducing flat and roller printing machines., Finally, the
last room is dedicated to the operations for the finishing of
textiles. The muteum's jpurney into the production of silk
could not end without some especially rare finds, such as
the andent wooden machine for the creation of the moiré
effect on sill, a plating maching and a magnificont 1932
Palrmer

Technrgque probably gets the upper hand over the romantic
aspect of the silk industry . Howowver, undoubtly, the Silk Mu-
seum siresses the high value of both craft and manufactur
ing reached in the Coma reglon over the entire Century,
from 1850 te 1950,
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